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REAL PEOPLE DOING UNREAL THINGS
Jacketed in a jiffy
By Shannon Sherry

Roelf Sandilans-Mulder (47) is MD of... XYZ (pronounced "dot dot dot x-y-z"), an
industrial design company known for coming up with innovative products. But it s latest is
getting wider attention - a high-speed condom, which can be slipped on in a fraction of
the time normally taken to suit up.

"The idea of a condom applicator has been in the public domain for quite a while," he
says. "But having the idea for a product is not the same thing as actually inventing it."

It took six years of working on solutions, involving the analysis of materials and
anatomical factors, to come up with the high-speed condom.

Though there are other designs that he is proud of, Sandilans-Mulder agrees that the
high-speed condom has generated by far the most publicity and interest in his company.

"It tickles people's fancy and their fantasies. Everybody sits up and listens. It is so real in
most people's lives."

He says the time taken during the break in sexual activity necessary to unwrap and put
on a condom is one of the main reasons that people sometimes do not use them.

The condom is as easy to don as a sock and has the added advantage of remaining
untouched by hands while being put on, thereby ruling out another possible cause of
infection.

Unfortunately, the latest improved version of the condom is not yet available to the public,
but Sandilans-Mulder is hopeful that an announcement about its availability will be made
soon.

"If funding had been available it would probably have been on the market long ago," he
says. "I have put lots of energy and money into working on the idea, but I haven't seen a
cent come back yet."

Though there are other "exciting" designs in the pipeline, Sandilans-Mulder says he can
talk only superficially about them at this stage. One is a fully electric vehicle being worked
on in SA in collaboration with an international designer. Another is modular traffic lights
which are easy to erect and to re-erect when cars drive into them.

The company also markets designs by people who "come in off the street", he says. One
such design was for "torch tongs" - braai tongs with a torchlight in the middle - which was
brought to the company by two women. Designed in SA, the tongs are now made in
China and sell mostly in the US.

"By making products you create opportunities," he says. "I'm very positive about SA's
future because there are lots of opportunities."
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